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Name: Billie Lea Rusek Current Occupation/Employer:

Office of the Governor
What, if you have one or would like to share it, is your name in your tribal language? You may also include the
translation.

Please list all colleges you have attending and include the degrees earned at each:! earned an Associate of Applied Scien

What are three words you would use to describe yourself? 1. Independent
2. Determined

3. Strong

How would you be described by friends and colleagues? Outgoing, committed, loyal and strong-willed.

Who have been role models or positive influences in your life?  current and former colleagues, teachers and friends.

Are there any teachers or professors who have been especially important to your education? ms. Chriske, the compt
Are there any important places or cites in your life? My sister and | lived a short time with my grandfather in Texas. He woul

What is one obstacle that you’ve had to overcome in your life? How were you able to overcome it? How did it

2
change who you Were/ are: One obstacle | had to overcome was being one of very few minorities in predominately white schools. It

What are your favorite books or other things to read? e ational Enquirer, Software Manuals and Newspapers!

What types of music do you listen to? Who are some of your favorite musicians or groups? | gnjoy all music, from cla
What are your hobbies or what things do you like to do in your spare time? | jike to hike, camp, fish, boat and play billiard
Do you have any specific advice to young people who might be interested in your career field? The technological worl

Has there been a “turning point” in your life? If so, explain the situation and the outcome in as much detail as

you would like to share. The turning point in my life is when | received my GED and realized that | could go to college! | was determi

Discuss any community related service or future goals you have in this area? In what ways have you “given

”» : lp
back” or would like to | plan to return to a four-year college and earn a bachelor's degree. | also want to continue to mentor teen m¢
Describe any travehng you have done in your lifetimes My family moved all over the western United States when | was a child.

Any additional information you would like to share about yourself? (i.e.: grass dancer, barrel racer, fluent

language speaker, proud parent, etc.) I love to do website development and graphic design. Someday | would like to own my own

Are there any web links (online newspapers, websites, etc.) that include more information about you that you
would like to have posted on the OPI website?
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	Text52: 
	Text54: I earned an Associate of Applied Science degree in Computer Technology from the University of Montana-Helena College of Technology.
	Text55: Independent
	Text56: Determined
	Text57: Strong
	Text58: Outgoing, committed, loyal and strong-willed.
	Text59: Current and former colleagues, teachers and friends.
	Text60: Ms. Chriske, the computer teacher at the Helena Career Training Institute.  After taking her class, that's when I realized that I wanted to pursue a degree in computer technology.
	Text61: My sister and I lived a short time with my grandfather in Texas.  He would take us across the border in to Matamores, Mexico every Saturday so he could get his Spanish newspaper.  He would buy us lemonade and Mexican candy.
	Text62: One obstacle I had to overcome was being one of very few minorities in predominately white schools.  It was hard not having any friends but then I learned how to make friends and talk to other kids.  I learned to trust and respect others and treat them the way I want to be treated.     
	Text63: The National Enquirer, Software Manuals and Newspapers!
	Text64: I enjoy all music, from classic rock to the 80's and today's hip hop.
	Text65: I like to hike, camp, fish, boat and play billiards and dance.
	Text66: The technological world is advancing every day.  Keep up with the latest technologies!
	Text67: The turning point in my life is when I received my GED and realized that I could go to college!  I was determined to prove to myself that I could do it.  But first and foremost, I wanted to make my parents proud and to be the first to graduate with a college degree.
	Text68: I plan to return to a four-year college and earn a bachelor's degree.  I also want to continue to mentor teen mothers and let them know that they can make it too.
	Text69: My family moved all over the western United States when I was a child.  We lived in many states such as Washington, Idaho, Utah  and Texas.  But one of my most favorite places is Glacier National Park, Montana!  I want to one day travel abroad.
	Text70: I love to do website development and graphic design.  Someday I would like to own my own website company.
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